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power and extent, and at this period commenced its con-
nection with the British power as an ally and tributary state.
This occurred during the reign of Vunjee Bala Kama Yurmah
Eajah, last mentioned. He had been a conqueror and spoiler
of nations, and now his own turn came to be the object of
the aggressions and spoliation of a mightier than himself.

Tippu Saib, Sultan of Mysore, was the son and successor
of Hyder Ali, who had risen from the ranks of the Mysore
army by his military genius, and usurped the supreme power.
Many of the kingdoms of Malabar had been conquered by
Hyder or by Tippu, and fiendish cruelties perpetrated on the
defenceless inhabitants. They seized the native princes,
many of whom were starved in prison. Brahmans were
forcibly circumcised and compelled to eat beef in order to
destroy their caste; others committed suicide rather than
submit to such indignities. Thousands were murdered ; the
lawless and licentious Mohammedan soldiery devastated the
conquered territory and committed many acts of atrocity,
polluting sacred wells and razing ancient temples to the
ground.

The insatiable ambition and superstitious cruelty of Tippu
Saib induced him to attempt the invasion and subjugation of
Travancore also. Cochin had previously been reduced to
complete vassalage to Mysore, and part of that state lay
within the northern rampart and defences of Travancore.
The chief obstacle in the Sultan's way was the Government
of Madras; for a defensive alliance had been formed in 1784
between the Eajah of Travancore and the English; to them,
therefore, Tippu alleged various excuses for the invasion ot
the province. In December, 1789, he hastened with a
powerful army to attack the Travancore lines. Eeports of
the barbarities of the Sultan had reaAed the Travancoreans,
and they were nerved to put forth every eifort in defence of
their beautiful and sacred country, hitherto unpolluted by